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“…Christ, in whom are
hidden all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge.”
Colossians 2:2b-3
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Upcoming Events
January 30 –
Midterm 2
9AM-2PM: Open House
February 1 –
No School: Professional
Development Day
February 8 –
City State Day
February 18-22 –
No School: Winter Break
February 27 –
9AM -2PM: Open House
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Alumni Profile of Marissa Black from “Classical Difference” Magazine, Winter 2016
Amongst old stacks of paper discovered in our rafters was a thin orange folder
dubbed “geography”—the kind with the little prongs that push apart to secure the
worksheets all together.
I uncovered colored pictures of owls from a fifth-grade lesson on birds. The source
of my childhood anxiety, aka math speed drills, were there too, scribbled fractions frantically
colliding all over the page. I even found those old fables, written in every way possible:
condensed, expanded, told from end to beginning. And when I looked over these scraps of
paper representing my ten years at Providence Classical Christian, I realized how much a
classical education had shaped who I became and who I am still becoming.
Growing up in those tiny hallways, I sometimes doubted whether the effort I put
into school was worth it. A question would pop in and out of my consciousness—why am I
memorizing definitions, reading Paradise Lost, and dissecting Shurley Grammar and cow eyes
side by side? I felt like Calvin and Hobbes’ dad was just yelling, “It builds character!” at me
from the front door. But building character was so … vague. And vague wasn’t good enough
for me. So what it came down to was: what’s the point?
Now that I’ve had time to reflect, I realize those everyday small-picture tasks
became vital for understanding the big picture. While I may no longer remember specific
mathematical equations or Latin stems, my classical education gave me some of the building
blocks I needed for the next stage of life. It gave me the tools to write and to speak and to do
both with grace and intelligence. It instilled within me a distinct work ethic that has helped
me accomplish what I want in life without the fear that I am unqualified or undeserving.
This encouragement to pursue my goals came from the teachers at Providence.
Their inspiration and tendency to demand excellence prepared me to enter the next stage of
my life at Azusa Pacific University. At the beginning, I was surprised by how many of my
peers were baffled that they could actually be friends with their professors. I had grown up
taking for granted that my teachers were the people I saw milling around at church, bringing
in McDonald’s for late night drama practices, and cheering on the sidelines at sopping wet
soccer games (Providence is in Seattle). This opportunity alone—to sit under the teachings of
some truly wonderful teachers and glean from them—made my time at Providence worth it.
Now to be fair, I’m a journalism major. I actually like to write, and I still have that
list of rhetorical devices tucked into the back of my binder—just in case. I have a passion for
telling people’s stories, particularly for those who don’t have the voice or platform to tell it
themselves. I’ve sat in the dirt of South Africa interviewing members of a Zulu community,
scrutinized essays with a tutor in the halls of Oxford University, and heard firsthand the
heartbreaking stories of those living on Los Angeles’ skid row.
We don’t go to school to graduate to get a degree to get a job. The point of
education isn’t how big of a paycheck you earn. The point of education is to seek out truth
and learn to lean into it. The classical education experience gave me a secure place to discuss
culture and religion and the spaces where they rub one another raw. School was not just a
place for memorizing and testing, but a place where teachers and students could meet
together to struggle and wrestle with the nuances of truth, ultimately recognizing the
goodness of God in a fallen world.
I hope to continue telling others’ stories and to never grow weary of understanding
different perspectives. My education helped me to see the world in a way I might not have
otherwise, as it gave me the basic grounding that God is entwined in every story. Providence
didn’t give me a fixed lens for seeing the world through my “God glasses.” Rather, it gently
took off the dirty, smudged pair I already had on, and let me see the world as it truly is—
God’s beautiful story.
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Announcements and News
JANUARY OPEN HOUSE
This Wednesday, January 30th, is our first Open
House, and we are looking forward to welcoming visitors to
our school! We ask that students dress sharply and take
extra care with their appearance that day.
Please continue to invite friends and family! Word
of mouth marketing is the best advertisement for SFS.
Students and families committed to the SFS 9th grade will
be at the Open House in the evening from 5pm – 8pm. If
you know anyone interested in the high school, this would
be a great time for prospective high schoolers to visit and
meet their future classmates!
REMIND
Great news! Remind and Verizon have resolved
their issues, and now any school announcement sent
through Remind can be sent as a text message to Verizon
phones.
K-2nd DINNER THEATER
We are looking forward to the K-2nd Dinner
Theater on Thursday, February 28th (please note the
change in date) at which the students will be performing
“The Little Red Hen”!
Mrs. Rivers is all set with props for this play.
Thank you to everyone who offered to help!
3RD – 5TH GRADE RECITAL
As your students may have shared with you and as
you will have seen on the school calendar, we are planning
a 3rd-5th grade recital for the end of March. The recital will
include dramatic representations of some of the things our
students are learning in class this year and will end with
some music and drama based on the story of Hansel and
Gretel. More details will be coming soon.
BSO FIELD TRIP
Our annual school field trip to the Boston Symphony
Orchestra is coming up soon! We will be traveling to
Boston on Friday, March 29th to enjoy a day in the city.
Please let Mrs. Rivers know if you are interested in
chaperoning this trip. Tickets of drivers will be comped.
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PATRIOTS CELEBRATION
To celebrate the Patriots upcoming Superbowl game,
students may wear Patriots shirts or Patriots colors on
Thursday, January 31st. On Monday, February 4th, if the
Patriots win the Superbowl, students may again wear
Patriots shirts or colors. On either day, if a student does not
have a Patriots shirt or colors, they should wear their
regular school uniform.
PROGRESS REPORTS
Term 2 Midterm is this Wednesday, so progress reports will
be sent home next Monday, February 4th with the
newsletter.

